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In 1941 a British naval intelligence

‘/ fficer narned Ian Fleming recommend-

d t6 Gen. William (Wild Bill) Donovan
hat he recruit as American intelligence
fficers men of *‘absolute discretion,
obriety, devotion to duty, languages,
nd wide experience.” Donovan, a
World War I hero and successful Wall
{reet lawyer, understood the fantasies
f writers and presidents, and in 2 memo
o President Roosevelt promised an in-
rernational secret service staffed by
roung officers who were “‘calculatingly
eckless,” with “disciplined daring’’ and

frained for “aggressive action.”

The Office of Strategic Services
ame to include such James Bonds as
ohn Birch, Norman 0. Brown, David K,
o, Bruce, Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, William
Jundy, Michael Burke, Julia Child,
ark Clifford, John Koneth Galbraith,
ohn W. Gardner and Arthur J. Gold-
erg. There were others — Sterling
Tayden, August Heckscher, Roger O.
Elilsman, Philip Horton, H. Stuart
Hughes, Clark M. MacGregor, Herbert
farcuse, Henry Ringling North, And
till others: John Oakes, Walt W. Ros-
ow, Elmo Roper, Arthur M. Schlesigner
r., Ralph de Toledano — to name just a
ew of the hundreds in this book by R.
{arris Smith. .

elf, resigning in 1968 after a “‘very
rief, uneventful, and undistinguished
ssociation with the most misunderstood
ureaucracy of the American govern-
nent,” the Central Intelligence Agency,
ow lectures in political science af the
niversity of California’s Extension
ivision. “This history of Americe’s
irst central intelligence agency”’ is
‘secret’” because Smith was denied ac-
ess to 0SS archives, and so had to rely
n the existing literature supplemented
y some 200 written and verbal recollec-
ions of OSS alumni, ) '
The book is densely packed with the
wildering variety of OSS exploits in
orld War II: Spying, sabotage, propa-
panda, ilitary training missions, poli-
icking and coordinating resistance

- groups sgainst the Germans,

-O5S agents had to compete as much

k it their allies as with ‘their enemies.

SMITH, WHO WAS in the (rade him-
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0S5: The Secret History of America’s
First Central Intelligence Agency. By
R. Harris Smith. Univ. of California
Press. 458 pages. Mustrated. $10.95.

ulles operated, the British SOE

specially grudging.. In Germany itself,
he 085 lost out to more orthodox Ameri-
an military intelligence, though para-
oxically they were strongly represent-
d at Nuremberg, where Gen, Donovan
as himself a deputy prosecutor — at

crel service, Gen. Reinhard Gehlen,
ras under 0SS protection in exchange
r his intelligence network in Eastern
urope and the Soviet Union.

From present perspective the most
iterally) intriguing story is that of the
$S in China and Indechina. There were

France and Switzerland, where Mlen(/

special Operatiens Executive) was |

1e same time that the head of the Nazi -

.
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both pro-Communists and anti-Commu-

nists in the 0SS, and rost agents sympa-

.| thized with Asian naticualiste, so that

the 0SS aided Thai partisans againet the
British and, of course, more famously,
the Vietminh against the French in Laos .
and Vietnam (an 035. medic saved Ho
Chi Minh's life). Smith’s retelling of the
tragicomedy of Indochina after the Jap-
anese surrender in 1945, with Vichy and
Gaullist French, British, Chincse and
the Vietminh jockeying for control,
makes a fascinating setpicce.

© The book ends with an account of the
transformation of the 0SS into its
“mirror image,” the Cia Smith's admi-
ration for the 0S5§'s wartime pragina-
tism, its “tradition of dissent” and its
anticolonialism suggests his (hesis: That
the 0SS/CIA has been roage the siraw
man of the radical and liberal left. In

| fact, he asserts, the CIA hes been the

principal guardian of liberal values in
the “intelligence comminity.”

HE REMINDS US that the CIA
fought Sen. Joseph R. MeCarthy, and he
argues that the CIA’s campaign to fund
anti-Communist liberals successfully
undermined international Communist
organizations and disarmned the para-
noid anti-Corumunism of the FTBI and
others at hiome. Be notes that CIA liber-
als worked against DBatista for Castro,
who betrayved them, allowing the CIA
conservatives to plan the Bay of Pigs
action, Finally, he points to the evidence
in the Pentagon Papers that the CIA has
been a critie of the Vietnam War from
the beginning. -

But the question remains whether
the OSS “tradtion of dissent” is mean-
ingful, whether it doesn’t compromise’
liberals as much as gid them. Smith’s
hook is full of cryptic references to for-
mer 0SS agents now prowinent in inter-
national business and finance. CIA liber-
alism has not prevented a number of

.ClAqomented coups d’etat in favor of

military regimes. Fven CIA liberal criti-
cism of the war in Vietnham scems to
have had little effect on policy. All might
be fair in time of war, but Smith cugtht to

1] have scouted the need for a permanent

bureaucracy part of whose {unction is-

| officially devoted to clandestine pelitical

manipulations abroad in time. of
“peace.” -

ke AT PR, b - P

Approved For Release 2000/05/23 :'CIA-RDP75-0000_1 R000100010026-8




